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encouragement!  Even snacks and 
Karen’s Wonderful cookies! 
      By Thanksgiving we hope to have 
completed drywall, attic insulation,  
exterior siding and deck.  Although we 
cannot say with certainty when we can 
move in, things are going very well.  All 
in God’s time!. 
       The new Woolery Barn is now 
named the SHALOM Woolery Sheep 
Barn (where the sheep hang out).  This 

is a companion name to 
our Shepherd’s Barn activ-
ity center, where the  
SHALOM Woolery was 
birthed and active for eight 
years.   
      The Sheep Barn will 
operate under the theme of 
Psalm 100:3: “Know that 

the Lord is God.  It is he who made 
us, and we are his; we are his people, the 
sheep of his pasture.”  This gets at our 

identity often 
described as 
“sheep” in the 
Bible.  We 
sheep follow 
our Shepherd, 
listen for His 
voice and come 
under His favor, 

protection, provision, discipline and care 
      We envision “green pastures, quiet 
waters and restored souls” (Psalm 23) in 
this place.  The big oak tree, where co-
founders Sara and Glen Collison prayed 
for this barn more than 30 years ago, will 
become the Prayer Tree adjacent to the 
Barn, with a patio and benches circled 
under its protective canopy.   
      The deck on the east side of the 
Sheep Barn will overlook the Prayer 
Patio and a pond where sheep will rest. 
 

“Lord, this is Your land, Your build-
ing, Your ministry.  Please keep us safe 
today and teach us how to work together 
in a way that honors You.  Amen!” 

 

      The new SHALOM Woolery Barn has 
been an epic project, a fitting challenge 
for SHALOM’s 30th anniversary!  The 
Barn is a growing source of joy and pride 
among SHALOM Participants.  The real 
life version seems so much bigger than 
the vision, larger than life, a dream com-
ing true!  Epic! 
      Volunteers have done so much!  We 
appreciate so many who have been work-
ing hours and hours, coming every week 
or several times a week.  Others 
have come once or twice to 
help.  Many others are praying 
and stopping in to encourage the 
workers and see the progress!   
      This new Barn will enable 
the SHALOM Woolery to grow 
and serve twice as many.  Our 
purpose remains the same – for 
each person to grow in the wholeness of 
Jesus physically, emotionally, relational-
ly, mentally and spiritually in the context 
of meaningful work, through a coopera-
tive Team approach.   
       On May 13 Woolery Participants 
raised the first wall!  On June 1 we raised 
trusses!  By June 25 we completed shin-

gles!  By 
September 16 
we completed 
framing de-
tails, soffit, 
fascia, win-
dows, and 
most window 
exterior trim 

and exterior doors.  In addition, the me-
chanical, electrical and plumbing rough-
ins have been inspected! The framing 
inspection is in progress with some addi-
tional items being added.  The septic sys-
tem is completed and wall insulation will 
begin soon.  We are pretty much on target 
with time and budget.   
      We celebrate God’s provision con-
stantly, marveling at how God has 
prompted His people to supply funds, 
hours of labor, know-how, prayer and 
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SHALOM!  
SHALOM Woolery Barn Progress Report 

Community Connections 
Epic Work of God 
“Build Together” devotional 

      Truly, this Woolery Barn project is 
epic!  As an adjective, epic means 
“grand, monumental, ambitious and 
glorious.”  We often use the word as 
slang to exclaim “BEST EVER!”   
      The Woolery Barn project is glori-
ous in that it reflects God’s plan, His 
provision and work in our lives.  It is a 
grand, monumental, ambitious and glo-
rious project where God will continue 
His work of favor and peace to all who 
come under the protective canopy of 
SHALOM’s roof. 
      We have daily acknowledged in 
prayer that this is God’s building.  Glen 
and Sara Collison, co-founders of  
SHALOM, prayed at this location long 
ago, under the nearby oak tree.  They 
asked what kind of barn God would 
want to build there some day.  We  
affectionately call it the Sheep Barn, 
where the sheep hang out. 
      God was preparing His people in 
advance, as it declares in Ephesians 
2:10, “we are God’s workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance 

for us to do.”     
      We often get short-sighted and 
bogged down in the work itself.  When 
we look toward the future, we worry 
about the plan.  How will this work 
out?  How do we do this?  But God has 
eternal perspective – and prepares in 
advance what He plans for us to do.  No 
worries there!   
      How important it is to claim 
God’s future!  He prepares a “to do” 
list for each of us!  He is not surprised 
by our inadequacies and short-
sightedness, our fear or disabilities.   
      His plan is perfect and fits who we 
are - because this is Who God is and 
it’s what He does!   
      This building project has been chal-
lenging to say the least.  It is stretching 
us all.  And its impact will be felt long 
into the future, God’s “grand, monu-
mental, ambitious and glorious” future.      
      You are invited into God’s work-
room!  There He will match His contin-
ued workmanship (you and me) with  
on-going works of His goodness.   
      How epic is THAT! 

SHALOM depends on  the financial gifts of 
individuals, churches and civic organizations.   
We are a non-profit, 501c3, faith-based public 

charity.  Please consider using the enclosed Gift 
Planning card to partner with SHALOM! 

At SHALOM, we love to build rela-
tionships in the community! The people of 
SHALOM are grateful  for and blessed by 
these connections made. 

Recently we partnered with  
Centerpoint Church in Kalamazoo through 
their “Mosaic Leadership” program.  

SHALOM is hosting Emily, our part-
time intern who will work alongside par-
ticipants and residents, providing new 
enrichment opportunities for many.   

This program will provide wonderful 
discipleship activities!  

 
 
 

Welcome      
Emily! 

(far right) 

 

 

 
 

 

Craft Paint; mini hot-glue sticks 

sewing thread; scissors; 

sewing machine needles; 

craft stickers; felting needles,  

felting sponges; colored wool; 

picture hangers; 

a ram for our sheep flock; 

your prayers! 

SHALOM Needs 

Created 
with love 
by Carolyn 
Harmon 
Luke 12:32 



Gift Remembrances     April 16, 2020 -  August 30, 2020 

 
Memory of Dan Albertson 
Merton & Phyllis Norman 

 
Honor of David Bretz 

Ethlynn DeWitt 
 

Honor of Tommy Carter 
Larry & Patsy Aldrich 

 
Memory of Mrs. Robert W. Clements 

Diane Slagell 
Richard & Norma Slagell 

 
Honor of Aktion Club 

Arthur Roberts & Betty Lujan-Roberts 

 
Memory and Honor of  
The Collison Family 
Tom & Vicki Lowing 

 
Memory of Glen Collison 

Linda Hinds 
Susan Gitre 

Keith & Andie Lohman 
Dr. K Patrick & Cathy Ober 

Doc & Julie Stevens 
 

Honor of Sara Collison 
Susan Gitre 

Keith & Andie Lohman 
Doc & Julie Stevens 

 

 
Memory of Jackie Robert & Bill 

DeBlecourt 
Beverly Gabel 

 
Memory of Norm DeBree 

Marcia Brower 

 
Memory of Jack & Pearl Doorn 

Linda Hinds 
 

Memory of Fred Heckman 
Cheryl Starkey 

 
Memory of Gerald Longjohn 

Merton & Phyllis Norman 

 
Honor of The Meier Family 

Catherine Fitzsimons 

 
Memory of Tom & Pat Nicholson 

Linda Hinds 

 
Honor of Anthony & Margaretha 

(Grace) Noteboom 
Carol Barnett 

 
Memory of John C. Pike 

Beverly Pike 
Stephen Pike 

 
Memory of Mary Ramsey 

Keith & Andie Lohman 

      When the stay-at-home order was 
given, we were uncertain how we would 
navigate through it. How, as a communi-
ty and family, would 
we stay connected 
and be able to enrich 
the lives of  
SHALOM  
participants?  
      We know God is 
bigger than even 
Covid-19.  So the 
question we asked wasn't "when will we 
be able to resume the work of the minis-
try?" but rather “what tools has God 
given us to minister in this time?”     
      Seeking God’s guidance and direc-
tion, we were able to utilize resources 
rarely or never used before.  SHALOM 
continued to serve while experiencing 
tremendous blessings during this very 
difficult time.    
      SHALOM began to utilize social 
media to reach participants, volunteers 
and staff through online devotional 
times, virtual get-togethers, and live 
sales of the beautiful items participants 
make!  Many phone calls were made and 
several of our volunteers sent videos we  
posted for SHALOM residents and  
Participants to watch.         
      Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
SHALOM was already in the process of 
building a new SHALOM Woolery 

 

Memory of Charles Shoemaker 
Elta Shoemaker 

 
Memory of Robyn Smith 

Linda & Evelyn Sturkin 

 
Memory of Cec Spitters 
Keith & Andie Lohman 

 
Memory of Clayton Starkey 

Keith & Andie Lohman 

 
Memory of Clayton & Ruth Starkey 

Cheryl Starkey 

 
Memory of Sheri Stiger 

Beverly Pike 

 
Memory of Ronald W. Vermeulen 

Paul Bosker 
 

Honor of Many Volunteers 
James Hansen 

 
 

Blessings Through the Wilderness 

A Vital Resource to the SHALOM Ministry 

        Many aspects of life at SHALOM 
have been put into perspective during 
these past few months.  The tremendous 
value and importance of our SHALOM 
Volunteers is at the top of the list!  

      God’s light shines brightly at  

SHALOM not only because of the people 
we serve, but because of those that faith-
fully and freely give their time and bless 
us greatly.   

      From the  

SHALOM Woolery 
volunteers, to the 
Connection Depot, 
farm, Board of Di-
rectors, drivers, trip 
coaches, respite 
workers and beyond, 
SHALOM has the most amazing volun-
teers out there!  Each one is an important 
part of the SHALOM Ministry! 

      Although we have been apart during 
the time of COVID, so many of our vol-
unteers have reached out, sent cards, at-
tended virtual meetings with participants, 
and even made videos we posted on Face-

book, saying “hello” to SHALOM par-
ticipants and residents.   

       A common complaint during this 
time for SHALOM Participants has 
been how much they 
miss their friends. 
When they’re talking 
about their friends, it’s 
not just residents from 
other homes or commu-
nity friends, it is our 
volunteers too. 

      SHALOM volun-
teers are an integral and 
ESSENTIAL part of the SHALOM 
community (did you all know you were 

essential work-
ers?!?).   

      We couldn’t 
do this without 
them!!  As we 
have slowly re-
opened, some 
volunteers have 
returned, some 
have not. We 

       

building to expand our services to 
reach double the people we serve.   
      Again, our first thought was “How 
will the building progress continue 
during this pandemic?”  But God    
already had it 
figured out and 
He provided ex-
actly what we 
needed when we 
needed it!  Just 
about a week 
prior to the  
pandemic,  
SHALOM had 
received a  
substantial gift, 
which helped us to reach our goal for 
funds needed for the new SHALOM 
Woolery. What a blessing!   
      And although construction was 
delayed for some time, we were thank-
ful when the announcement came that 
construction could resume.   
      To celebrate faith becoming sight 
(through a building that had been 
prayed for since 1990 by our co-
founders, Glen and Sara Collison) 
SHALOM held a safe wall raising  
ceremony on May 13.  
      We social distanced, wore masks, 
and praised the Lord as the first wall of 
our new building rose, with residents 
providing the power!  Covid-19 could 

 THANK YOU FOR THESE 
GIFTS OF LOVE  

GIVEN ON BEHALF OF 
THESE VERY SPECIAL  

PEOPLE! 

 

The People of SHALOM – Meet Rose 

      Fidanka, better known as “Rose,” has 
been part of SHALOM for eight years.  
Rose is a creative, hardworking lady who 
amazes us with her many talents!   

      Rose loves 
to try to new 
things and has 
discovered she 
has a love for 
building.  Her 
passion for 
building first 
started when 
designing a 
replica of 
SHALOM’s 
Pavilion. She 
has now progressed to a small business 
building custom benches, called “Rose’s 
Benches.”                

      If you stop at the farm or take a walk 
out to the cross, you will see Rose’s 

beautiful benches. They provide a place 
to relax, reflect and spend time with God.  

      Rose is very knowledgeable about 
many areas at the SHALOM Woolery and 
Farm.  She is SHALOM’s expert fiber 
spinner. Many items have been crocheted 
with the yarn she has spun.                        

      She also is a faithful caregiver to the 
SHALOM animals. Often with her dad, 
Rose picks up and delivers hay bales to 
the SHALOM Farm. When the farm has 
goat kids that need to be bottle fed, Rose 
is out there every day, serving faithfully.    

      Rose loves the opportunity to give 
tours and show visitors what we do at 
SHALOM.  People who visit SHALOM 
are drawn to Rose’s friendly smile, and 
warm, welcoming personality.  She not 
only welcomes visitors, but she makes 
them feel at home. 

      What I admire most about Rose is her 
perseverance.  Learning new skills can be  

frustrating.  Dealing with difficult 
times is hard.  Rose may become frus-
trated, but she doesn’t give up.  She 
doesn’t give up on her faith either.  She 
has struggles, as we all do, but she  

perseveres and continues to turn to God 
for her strength.  

      Rose is full of God’s love and she 
is a blessing to us all! 

not stop the progress!  Since then, our 
executive director, volunteers, and sub-
contractors have been working faithfully 
to complete the new barn! Praise God!!   
      Since the end of June, the SHALOM 

Woolery and Farm have re-
opened to our SHALOM residents 
and community friends with cer-
tain safety protocol in place.    
      Prior to Covid we would nor-
mally have 28-32 people at the 
SHALOM Woolery every day!! 
To help keep our groups less than 
10, a church is allowing us to use 
their space.  SHALOM Woolery 
on the road! 
      We look at this pandemic as a 

wilderness, but not as a time of loss and 
sadness. Rather, it is a time of growth and 
refinement.  We are never alone!  
      SHALOM’s co-founder, along with a 
great friend of SHALOM, wrote a book 
called What is Y our Hand? A Journey 
Towards SHALOM.  The pandemic has 
provided an opportuni-
ty for us to seek and 
use what God has 
placed in our hands to 
continue to reach those 
we have been called to 
serve.   
     As always, God 
places exactly what we 
need in our hands.   
 
          

know God’s timing for each 
person is different.                  
       I can see us working in 
our new Woolery Barn; 

many Participants 
(the capacity is 
DOUBLE the 
Shepherd’s Barn!) and many 
wonderful volunteers working 
side by side, talking and laughing, 
and blessing each other. 

      To every one of our  

SHALOM Volunteers, you are so 
important!! You are important not 

only to the coaches and Participants, but 
as part of the body of Christ, woven into 
SHALOM for God’s Glory. 

        

      Thank you for your commitment and 
love you show to the people of SHALOM.  
Bless you!! 


